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Cappadocian (Asia Minor Greek) is a Greek-Turkish mixed language spoken in Cappadocia (Central
Turkey). After the population exchange between Greece and Turkey in the 1920s, Cappadocian
speakers were forced to emigrate to Greece, where they were resettled in various locations,
especially in Central and Northern Greece. The Cappadocians rapidly shifted to Modern Demotic
Greek and their language was thought to be extinct since the 1960s (Ethnologue, 15th edition,
2005). In June 2005, Professor Mark Janse (Ghent University) and Dr Dimitris Papazachariou
(University of Patras) found Cappadocians in Central and Northern Greece who could still speak
their native language fluently. Amongst them are middle-aged, third-generation speakers who
take a very positive attitude towards the language as opposed to their parents and and
grandparents. The latter are much less (if at all) inclined to speak Cappadocian and normally
switch to Greek and/or Turkish in their conversations. In his lecture, Professor Janse will relate the
linguistic history of Cappadocia and the fascinating story of his search und ultimately discovery of
the lost Cappadocian language. The lecture will be followed by the documentary film ‘Last Words’


AGGLUTINATIVE NOUN INFLECTION IN CAPPADOCIAN (ASIA MINOR GREEK)

Cappadocian is a Greek-Turkish contact language better know as Asia Minor Greek. It was first
described by R.M. Dawkins in his classic Modern Greek in Asia Minor (Cambridge 1916), but gained
fame in wider circles of historical and contact linguists thanks to Thomason & Kaufman’s seminal
Language Contact, Creolization, and Genetic Linguistics (Berkeley 1988) and ever since has
remained a textbook case of heavy borrowing. The most affected Cappadocian dialects exhibit
massive lexical borrowing, even of basic vocabulary items such as kinship terms, vowel harmony,
and large-scale pattern replication (in the sense of Matras 2009), such as differential object
marking, SOV word order, including prenominal relative clauses and genitive-possessive
constructions (Janse 2009a, 2019a). The topic of this talk is another case of pattern replication: the
development of agglutinative inflections, both nominal and verbal. The latter have been discussed
extensively in Janse (2009b), so I will concentrate on the origin and spread of agglutinative nominal
inflections (Janse 2019b). The traditionally accepted types are: (1) mílos ‘mill’, gen. míloz-ju instead
of inherited míl(u), pl. míloz-ja instead of inherited pl. nom. míl(i), acc. mílus, cf. T. değirmen, gen.
değirmen-in, pl. değirmen-ler; (2) néka ‘woman’, gen. néka-ju for (ji)néka-s, pl. nom.-acc. néc-es,
gen. néc-ez-ju for inherited pl. nom. (ji)néc-es, gen. (ji)nek-ón, cf. T. kadın, gen. kadın-ın, pl. kadınlar,
gen. kadın-lar-ın. I will argue that the way for the development of such agglutinative inflections
in particular inflectional classes was paved by widespread case syncretism due to the regular
apocope of final unstressed [u] and [i] on the one hand and by syncretism of the plural nominative
and accusative cases of the inherited masculine [o]-stems, e.g. áθrop-os ‘man’, gen. aθróp-(u), acc.
indef. áθrop-os, def. áθrop-o, pl. nom. aθróp-(i), acc. aθróp-(i) for inherited aθróp-us. The deleted
final unstressed [i] in the syncretic pl. nom.-acc. reappeared in the innovative pl. gen. aθrop-í-u(n)
> aθrop-jú(n) for inherited aθróp-on and in the equally innovative pl. acc. aθrop-í-us > aθrop-jús for
inherited aθróp-us. Although not strictly speaking agglutinative, the pl. gen. aθrop-í-u(n) and acc.
aθrop-í-us provided the analogs for truly agglutinative forms such as míloz-ju, míloz-ja and néc-ezju.
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